Albemarle County Public Schools
School Board Commendations
December 1, 2011


1. Congratulations to Patrick Bond of Monticello High School who won First Place for his Individual Performance at the Kenneth E. Behring National History Day Competition in June.  Patrick’s winning performance was called “One War at a Time: the Diplomacy That Saved Democracy.”    

2. On August 19, 2011 the following 10 teachers were awarded Shannon Foundation Excellence in Education Grants for 2011-12:

The Life Cycle of a Quail, Tina C. Stephens, Baker-Butler Elementary, $187 
Second graders experience the thrill and responsibility of incubating, hatching, and caring for quail as they incorporate journal writing, photography, videography, temperature tracking, and calendar recording into a memorable hands-on lesson in life science. 
  
What's the Matter?, Catrina Sims, Baker-Butler Elementary, $480 
Second graders rotate through exciting, hands-on learning stations where they can predict, observe, classify, and make conclusions about different states of matter and the chemical and physical changes matter can undergo. 
  
Pedometer Power, Stephanie Passman, Cale Elementary, $750 
Fifth graders learn, move, think, set goals, and challenge themselves and their classmates as they use pedometers as motivational tools to measure, graph, and analyze data about their own daily physical activity.  
  
Measurement Mania!, Kristen Wray, Greer Elementary , $500 
Second graders create a measurement dictionary and participate in hands-on learning stations to understand, write about, speak about, and explore different types of measurement and how we use them in our everyday lives. 
  
Ready to Learn, Emily Rexrode, Greer Elementary, $705 
Elementary school students learn and perform yoga in both whole classroom and small group settings to prepare their minds and bodies for successful learning throughout the day. 
  
Shh!  Scientists at Work!, Jennifer Underwood, Hollymead Elementary, $450 
Fifth grade students take science out of the textbook and into the lab as they engage in exciting hands-on activities to explore the principles of force, motion, and energy; the application of investigation, reasoning, and logic; the properties of light and color; and the investigation of many more science concepts throughout the year. 
  
Going Global, Tracy Payne, Mindy Laubscher, & Sarah Bindas, Stony Point Elementary, $340 
Third graders create, write about, wear, and perform in personally symbolic mudclothes that celebrate this longstanding traditional craft and important part of both ancient and modern Malian culture. 
  
First Tech Robotics, Caroline Bertrand, Western Albemarle High, $750 
Working together as a competitive robotics team gives teens the opportunity to explore new interests and be creative as they apply math, science, engineering, and computer programming skills to the challenge of completing a robot and participating in an entry-level competition for 14-18 year olds. 
  
Learning Garden, Cindy Cass, Woodbrook Elementary, $750 
A central courtyard garden provides an entire school with the chance to learn about the diversity of plant life, soil, water, temperature and light requirements, plant parts, patterns of growth, seasonal change, and gardening styles. 
  
Meet Me at the Market, Tricia Spradlin, Yancey Elementary, $400 
First graders learn about making choices, the difference between needs and wants, the roles of consumers and producers in an economy, and the difference between goods and services as they buy and sell in their own classroom marketplace. 


3. Congratulations to the Albemarle High School Orchestra who was named the winner of the 2011 Cruise Festival Overall Grand Championship Award for Chamber String Orchestra.  Under the direction of Carrie Finnegan, the AHS String Ensemble-consisting of 30 AHS students – earned a Superior rating for their performance in the June 18th Bahamas Cruise Festival aboard the Royal Caribbean’s Monarch of the Seas.  The ensemble was then entered into competition against other orchestras performing in one of more than 50 other Cruise Festivals between January and August 2011.  The Grand Championship Award, sponsored by Music Festivals and Cruise Festivals, is presented to highest overall scorers in each class and category from all of the 2011 Cruise Festivals.  Additionally, soloist awards were received by the following students: Sarah Frederick, Arianna Roumeliotes, Morgan Sparks, and Victoria Stagnaro.  

4. Congratulations to the following high school students on being selected for the Senior Regional Orchestra.  String auditions were held on September 24, 2011 at Charlottesville High School and were open to students in grades 9-12.

From Albemarle High School:
· Frank Wu, principal 2nd violin
· Irene Lee, violin
· John Zhang, violin
· Joshua Ling, violin
· Seokyoung Ma, violin
· Morgan Sparks, viola
· Sarah Fredrick, principal cello
· Allison Moore, principal bass

From Western Albemarle High School:
· Paige Rammelkamp, bassoon
· Harang Ju, 2nd violin
· Angela Lee (alternate), flute
· Anna Higgins (alternate), viola

The Senior Regional Orchestra performed on November 11-12, 2011 at Clover Hill High School in Midlothian, Virginia.

5. Congratulations to the Albemarle High School Marching Patriots who won the Jefferson Cup at the Jefferson Classic held at Monticello High School on October 1, 2011.  Marching Bands from 13 schools participated in this annual regional event.

Under the direction of Band Director Greg Thomas and student leaders Lara Sisman, Rachel Eiden, Elaine Golden, JT Mirucci, Garrett Moore, Christine Scott, Ashley Nottingham, the 80 member marching band exhibited a balance of musicality, strategic marching formations, and dancing incorporated with solo performances by Emily Kuhn and Taylor Gaines.  

6. Middle School Jackson P. Burley young women’s chorus, The Bearettes, have won the “National Grand Champion” trophy from the Music Festivals, Inc. for the fourth time in five years.  This company specializes in music festivals and competitions throughout the United States.  At the end of the season, scores from all competitions are tabulated to determine national award winners.  The Bearettes competed this year at Rowan University in Glassboro, NJ.  The also won this national honor in 2007, 2009 and 2010.  
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