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	Q1.  Would you support the proposed calendar as the 2011-12 school year calendar?

	
	Yes
	No
	Total

	Responses Received
	88
	68.22%
	41
	31.78%
	129


	Q2. Comments or additional feedback:

	Conditions Applied


	 
	Q1. Would you support the proposed calendar as the 2011-12 school year calendar...
	is
	YES


	However, I would prefer Draft 1 that included an extra day after New Year's to travel. I would defintely oppose an early August start to school. There is no reason the high school students can't retain the academic information to perform at their best on their exams (especially following a complete review in January). An early August start to school would disrupt family vacations, summer jobs, state tourism not to mention the cost of cooling our school buildings when Virginia is at its hottest. August is for summer vacations!!

	Thank you for keeping the two weeks for Winter Break!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

	Calendar is alot like this year. Why so many days off? It would be better to get out early.

	I think it is important to have 2 weeks for winter break! This looks similar to what we have this year which seems to be working well!!

	I would prefer that the two days off in January be consecutive as opposed to one week apart.

	Good to have a later start date and also 2 weeks for winter break.

	THIS IS GREAT!! THANK YOU!! I hope this is accepted.

	Excellent time off for students during holidays! Good job!

	I would like to see another day added for the staff when we come back from winter break. It is beneficial to have a day to regroup after the holidays and plan for future instruction without children.

	Teacher work days should NOT be used for ANY meetings. They need to be solely devoted to report cards, especially at the elementary level where we actually write comments!

	Looks great!

	The only thing I'm not sure about is the 3rd nine weeks ending and then Spring Break with a workday at the end. I'd like to get grades and things completed before taking a week off.

	Are you committed to a full, work in the classroom day, at the end of each 9 weeks, to do progress reports and begin instructional planning for the following 9 week period? As always, instruction is much more effective if it is consistently taught within the 5 day week, rather than breaking weeks into 3 and 4 day instructional periods.

	We really should have looked at starting the school year 2 weeks earlier so that the 1st semester would end at the winter holiday. We should not make decisions based on the minority of families who set vacation plans 2 years in advance. This must be a consideration for next year.

	Albemarle and the rest of Virginia needs to get in step with the SOL schedule. Time after SOL testing and expedited retakes is not productive for remediation, and students who have guaranteed themselves a passing grade by passing SOLs have little initiative for productivity. It should be either full of dedicated activities toward community building and citizenship, or removed from the calendar. We are no longer agriculturally dedicated to a late start for the school year, and the need for high school students to run the tourist attractions no longer justifies the dedication to the historical Virginia school calendar.

	Having two consequetive Mondays off in January does not make any sense. Make it Mon & Tues Jan 16 & 17, or only the 16th. You could shorten the whole calendar if you put some (2-3)of the professional learning days during the week before Christmas, instead of scattering them throughout the school year. Yes, I know that the teachers think they need extra days to prepare progress reports, but we could start school later in August or get out of school before mid-June if you would eliminate a 2 wk winter break for teachers.

	This calendar seems to include most of the features I tend to hear teachers requesting. Beginning the year on a Wednesday helps both the families and staff ease into the start of the year. Having a report card writing day each quarter gives teachers the time it takes to create thoughtful reporting, especially when writing comments for each child is expected. 2 weeks and 3 weekends for winter break is just right! It's long enough to enjoy obligations with family and friends, have time to actually rest, then make preparations and return to school ready to begin again. Having a day without students following spring break seems like a wonderful idea. We'll see how that works this year. We just go with the flow at the end... Thank you.

	Thanks for proposing a late August school start date.

	Maybe not this year, but I hear that some public schools in the country are considering NOT scheduling snow days. Instead, when school is called for snow, they direct students to look online for assignments, and students have two weeks to get assignments in, in case they don't have access to the internet. Seems like it would save hassle, complaints, and money.

	I support the proposed calendar that shows a start date of 8/24. I am opposed to any calendar that starts classes for students before August 22, 2011.

	I would recommend more breaks, but make them shorter. Why was the January break broken into two long weekends? I would suggest shortening the winter break and adding a day or two in January and February when a break is often needed.

	I am delighted to see that you are planning on keeping the two weeks for December vacation. Many, many families travel or have family coming to visit them and the extra days make it possible for quality RELAXED family time with options for days to travel. Thank you for keeping that in mind when planning your calendar.

	But....I notice that after Oct. 28th -- there's an entire week before a teacher has the opportunity to complete the first grading period. Therefore, there is no paid time to complete grading or prepare new units. Then after Jan 20, there is only one day to complete the 1st 1/2 of the school year and, that is slated as a "Professional Learning Day," meaning teachers may not have unencumbered time in their classrooms to complete assessments/units/grading period from previous time. At the end of the third grading period in March, the same issue arises with only one day to complete any grading. When are teachers supposed to prepare high level instruction and give meaningful feedback if they are not given the time?

	I love the 2 week break in December.

	Like starting before Labor Day. The short weeks gives students a chance to get back into the routine slowly. The 2 week break at Christmas is really nice!!!! Spring break is nice as well and I like how it's set for the first week in April each year. I also like how the teacher workday is planned for the Monday after, especially since is falls the day after Easter. One concern is the two Mondays off in January. One day is a holiday and the other is because of the end of the grading period. Would it be possible to give teachers the workday January 2nd. As a former teacher I always thought this would be a good way to plan and get things ready especially after a a break. Just some thoughts/ideas. Overall, calendar looks good!

	I have never figured out why Albemarle County would choose to have 4 days off of school in January and February (with only one being a make-up snow day), when chances are pretty likely that it will snow enough to close school for at least several days during those two months. Why have extra interruptions when there is so much pressure on the teachers to get the kids prepared for SOLs? Surely there must be a better way than adding days in June. Seriously, what gets accomplished after the SOLs are over? Wouldn't it make sense to have more school before SOLs than after?

	I think this is a great calendar. Students are back to school at a reasonable date in September, the two week holiday in December is maintained, and even with snow makeup dates children are out of school by mid June. Good job, and thank yyou. 


	I don't understand why we need so many Professional Learning Days during the school calendar. It seems that it would be better at the beginning and in the summer or at the end of the year. I also think that the 4 day weeks, two in a row in January seem to be a waste And increasing spring break seems odd. When we say we want better academics why are we taking more breaks especially before the AP exams in May? The spring should be used to teach. The two week Winter break has also grown and stretched out over the years. You can tell that I have had kids in school for many years and I have witnessed a decline in the interest in being serious about education. 3 & 4-day weeks just break up the flow of learning and developing good work habit

	Please keep the start date at least August 24 or later. Students need the entire week of August 15-19 for employment purposes, family vacations, camp counselor responsibilities, etc.

	Perhaps if the board proposes an early start a couple years from now and communicates the change well in advance I would support it but my family already has plans for a summer trip that runs until August 16. I would much rather see the county adopt a year-round school schedule similar to the one in Wake County, North Carolina. http://www.wcpss.net/year-round/

	Rumors abound that the calendar will be pushed back by a week or more so that classes will start earlier in August. My student already has responsibilities as a camp counselor and this would derail her summer plans, as it would, I suspect with others. If more days are needed in order to complete the first semester with the required number of days, the following days could be used: Nov. 23 (it used to be routine to go to school on the Wednesday before Thanksgiving), Dec. 19-21 (again, this used to be the norm), Aug. 22-23.

	Any time the idea of a planning day prior to the return from Winter Break can be considered, it would be greatly appreciated.

	I would like to see less time off at christmas, being a working parent. Having a school program open would be helpful during that time if the 2 weeks off are approved.

	Just wanted to pass along appreciation for keeping the structure of the school calendar intact. I served on the calendar committee many years ago with Dr. Frank Morgan. Keeping spring break on the first calendar week of April was one of the items we established to keep it consistent for upcoming school years. I know this calendar is a tough task, but it looks like you have nailed it on the head. My daughter will be graduating from AHS this year, but I appreciate all the work put and effort our school system does to make our system one of the best in the state of VA.

	We need to build in at least 2 snow days (not having to make them up) If that requires starting school sooner or shortening the number of workdays that would be fine. It could also be done by making up with 1:00 closing and the remainder hours a workday.

	The 4x4 system is still a valid model for struggling students. One would hope that an individual with substantial experience in such matters might devise a more uniformly functional plan in order to better serve those students who might have been greatly aided by a continued implementation of the 4x4.

	I still would like to start a week earlier in August and end a week earlier in June but the schedule is fine.


	Q2. Comments or additional feedback:

	Conditions Applied


	 
	Q1. Would you support the proposed calendar as the 2011-12 school year calendar...
	is
	NO


	Most people have Jan 2 as a holiday - the kids should be off too Bring back Jan 17th off instead of Jan 23 April 9 is unnecessary

	If the high schools are going to keep the 4 x 4 schedule, the calendar should reflect that rather than ignoring it. The exam schedule should end before the winter holiday rather than being scheduled several weeks later.

	With a budget crisis at hand it is very unfortunate that the committee has chosen to taken funding from the classroom and support 14 professional development days. If we save $150,000 per day if the division is closed (number shared with the SMS community by Tracy Saxon). Our county could maybe provide a budget that puts the student first. For year I have watched schools parking lots empty on professional development days, this year I will go to my local school and take photos of the development days and show you how many cars are in their parking lots, HM would be the exception to this-they always have teachers cars parked in their lots. SMS you are lucky if there are 4 cars, BBE maybe 8 cars. Professional development days are costing


	I'm concerned about the low number of make up days in the school year. Make up days in mid-June are not the same academically as days during the school year. As a former teacher and wife of a current teacher; I know that qualitatively students do not get as much instruction and knowledge in June as they would during the school year~especially if SOLS, APs and Exams are done. I know that teacher workdays are important, but so is instruction. Why would you give up almost a week of instruction? Please consider using: 1/23, 2/20, 2/21 and 4/9 as possible make up days.

	I would approve the calendar except for the teacher work days in November. It is ridiculous to have the 2 teacher work days in November. Do you realize it is a week and a half before Thanksgiving Break? Why wouldn't the days be used immediately following the end of the quarter for report card completion? Unless teachers are allowed to work 100% of the time within their classrooms and their own grade level PLC, I think those days have no meaning to teachers. I have not gotten anything out of Making Connections for the past few years.

	I am so disappointed to see that the movement toward a year round school calendar has been ignored once again. We need to move more aggressively in that direction. I also think that the first day of January 2nd does not give enough travel time to parents and that day should be teacher workday and Jan 3rd be the first day back for students.

	Please change the start of school to earlier in August to accommodate the new semester schedules. SOLs need to be given before Christmas break for the fall semester and as close to the end of the school year as possible for the spring semester. Thanks.

	Where are the teacher workdays? A difference between days that are for meeting, or learning, or whatever you want to call it, should be made for teachers actually doing some work (ESPECIALLY around report cards.)

	I prefer the calendar with an earlier starting date. I think it gives more time for meaningful instruction early in the year and decreases the less fruitful time post-testing.

	It seems excessive to have the entire week before Christmas off. I prefer to have a shorter Christmas break and have the last day of school be earlier in June.

	Would prefer to start one week later.

	Every year I wonder why students are wandering and the parking lots at the schools are empty. If the teachers are suppose to being asked to do CE all day for 14 days a year where are they? These 14 days need to be pulled from the current calendar so that schools can close for the summer early, buses, electrical systems can be shut down. Additionally, why are teachers allowed to go to CE events and have the schools pay for substitutes to cover their classrooms. Middle school programs in Science and Social Studies do not have any connections to the HS programs, should World History be moved into 8th grade instead of civics since these students not take Goverment until 12th grade.

	Based on the new 4x4 schedule, we need to start earlier. As a 4x4 committee member, we were TOLD that this would be the only school year we would be collapsing for time to prepare for the SOLs. It has been an extremely taxing year to compact the material we have to teach within the time given. It is IMPERATIVE that we give students/teachers the time to learn the skills in a timely manner, not haphazardly/rushed.

	The proposed semester break (January 20) simply doesn't work with the 4X4 schedule. If we are going to commit to the 4X4, the semester break needs to be aligned with the winter break. This semester the schedule had 10-15 educational days after the SOL. That means that this school year, a full 10%-17% of our classes occur after the SOL is taken. The proposed shift would increase that percentage to 17%-22%. I am flabbergasted that we are comfortable proposing a schedule that would place nearly a quarter of educational time after the SOL test. I would also strongly request that the academic concerns be the first factor in schedule-making and decision-making, regardless of who is inconvenienced.

	START EARLIER! END THE SEMESTER AT CHRISTMAS. DUH!

	The one week lag btw the end of the 1st quarter or semester, for 4x4, allows too much time to pass before parents/guardians are notified of grades. It would be in our communities best interest to move the workday on 11/7 up. Is the only reason we work around the 11/7 and 11/8 date voting? Is it a State law that schools must be closed on voting days? On the proposed calendar will 1st semester SOLs for 4x4 classes be given before winter break? I am in agreement with the start date and am much opposed to moving that to an earlier date in August.


	The proposed calendar does not include a teacher workday at the end of grading periods, except for January. The end of each grading period should include a workday, unencumbered by county requirements for staff to finalize grades and prepare report cards. I do not consider leaving school at the end of March and heading directly into spring break week, only to return to end of term grades, grading, and report cards to be a good idea for staff or families. Report cards are already delayed beyond the end of the term, and this situation would mean that parents and students may not receive report cards until nearly 3 weeks into April, possibly. Move the end of Term 1 to 10/27 and move the 10/10 day to 10/29, PLEASE.

	Due to SOL testing at the high school beginning before winter break, it would be preferred to for students to have class 3-4 days the week of Dec 19th to allow for more class time before the SOL (since the start date in August has not been pushed back). Winter break could begin Dec 22nd and school resume Jan 3rd or 4th.

	I would recommend having the Winter Holiday break start on December 21 (last day for students on the 20th - a whole week off before Christmas seems a bit much this year, and will be even more next year!), and have them return to school on January 4th (or even the third) - just so students and teachers can slowly get back into the swing of things, and also so there is a bit of recovery after New Year's Day traveling.

	I notice that after Oct. 28th -- there's an entire week before a teacher has the opportunity to complete the first grading period. Therefore, there is no paid time to complete grading or prepare new units. Then after Jan 20, there is only one day to complete the 1st 1/2 of the school year and, that is slated as a "Professional Learning Day," meaning teachers may not have unencumbered time in their classrooms to complete assessments/units/grading period from previous time. At the end of the third grading period in March, the same issue arises with only one day to complete any grading. When are teachers supposed to prepare high level instruction and give meaningful feedback if they are not given the time?

	Please continue to start school after Labor Day, even if it means going longer in June. It is difficult for kids to begin and then have three day weekend right away. Better to start with a 4 day week after Labor Day.

	Would prefer to see more makeup days prior to SOL and AP testing; shorter winter break so that school doesn't run so far into June; first days of winter break designated as possible make-up days

	It is unnecessary for the entire week before Christmas to be holidays. Going a partial week that week still allows for a long holiday and we can start summer earlier.

	The other proposed calendar made more sense with regards to the shorter Christmas break and the earlier end of the school year.

	End school after the SOL and provide the opportunity for the YMCA, Boys and Girls clubs and ACAC our community partners to make money. The county does not do anything with the students, the students who want enrichment should be able to gain experiences from the extra time off for actual enrichment activities.

	Instead of the students going to school so long in the summer why not have more built in snow days in the calendar. The week leading up to Christmas the students have off the whole week. Why not send them to school for that monday & tuesday? Also why not give the week after Easter Sunday. You say you want to stay away from religious holidays, but why. The county preaches family involvement, but on a holiday like Easter when famillies want to be together sometimes they can't because there is travel involved . If the students had off the week after Easter it would make travel easier.

	Because the school day is beginning even 5 minutes earlier, why are you not dropping at least two days from the calender? Those minutes add contact hours. Operationally, that would be another way to save money. Also, teachers do not need more than 4 pre-school workdays. Otherwise the calender looks fairly reasonable.

	All make up days fall in the 2nd semester, thus any 1st semester, semester long classes will lose instruction time if schools must be closed for inclement weather during the 1st semester.

	I would prefer that we start school after the winter break on January 3rd, not January 2nd. We could make up this day before the winter break, as the proposed calendar has students off for a week before Christmas. This would make travel easier and safer for students/families at the end of the break.

	June 8th is too late to end school. Please end school the last of May or at latest, the first of June.

	More snow days needed during the school year, not at the end.

	The calendar should reflect an earlier start date to accommodate the end of the first semester prior to the winter holiday!

	I don't believe school should start on Aug. 18th.

	The past two week break was more than what I can take off from work and afford to have kids in all day care. I would rather get out of school a week earlier and have longer summer. Year end activities at offices and closing of books made taking that much time off very difficult. Please reconsider this additional time not really needed for a winter break. Plus since you put exams back in January this two week break was terrible this year in preparing for semester exams. Think about the kids not the teachers and administration.. We should first think about quality education not how great it is to take a two week break at the end of the year when it isn't best for the children to learn.

	It always seems crazy to make up days once SOL testing is done. Students and teachers are finished. Yes I know we teach until the very last day but in reality teaching is different after these tests and finals are given. It makes more sense to have more teaching time when needed. Put professional work days at the end of the year instead of in the middle of the semesters.

	The majority of the snow make up days are after the SOL window. Adding instructional days to the end of the year does not result in academic time in the classroom. Snow days should be made up before the SOL window in order to give teachers the necessary time to teach the content and students the time to learn the content.

	Why are 2 weeks off needed at Christmas? This makes it very difficult for working parents. Few employers are willing to give employees that much time off over the Holidays. As a matter of fact, UVA Medical Center does not allow staff ( I am an RN) to take vacation (other than a day here or there) in the month of December. Not only that, it is very difficult to find child care because those who can get time off are traveling. I hope there can be some reconsideration of that amount of time. Kids in PA went to school this past Christmas until the 23rd of Dec. and did not have 2 weeks off.

	Now if the exams will be changed due to December snow, some thought should be given to putting all snow days and holidays on the end of 2nd semester exams so that 2nd semester will not be cut short of instructional days. Maybe the calendar can not be completed until the schools decide on what and how many SOL, course exams, final exams will be given on a semester basis.

	Generally I really like the calendar but wondered if there was a way to have extra time at Thanksgiving. A day shorter break at Christmas or maybe skip one of the other one day holidays.

	It is ridiculous to have the entire week of December 19-23 off when Christmas is not until Sunday. We could go to school all week or a partial week and be dismissed earlier in June. It would also allow more time for middle schools and high schools to get through their semesters.
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